miles apart. I draw attention to this fact because people are inclined
to think of Asia in terms of South East and Middle East and men-
tally to allot most Asiatic countries to one zone or another. West
Pakistan borders on Afghanistan and Iran and has great strategic
importance in relation to the oil-bearing areas of the Middle East.
But East Pakistan borders on Burma, just about where the Japanese
advance was halted during the last war. We have, therefore, vital
interests in South East Asia also. Our attitude towards the problems
of South East Asia can be explained very simply. As an Asiatic
country and moreover one that has achieved independence from
colonial rule, we have the greatest sympathy for and understanding
of resurgent nationalism in that part of the world. This, as well as
the fact that there is a large concentration of Muslims in the United
States of Indonesia has, for example, guided our attitude towards the
Indonesian Republic throughout. Apart from this we stand for sta-
bility in Asia. Above all we want peace in the world not merely as
an ultimate aim but equally urgently as an immediate aim. This is
an inevitable desire, if you keep in mind the fact that we wish to
shed as quickly as possible the inadequacy and the under-develop-
ment which for centuries have kept our people in poverty, ignorance
and ill health. How can we achieve this without stability and peace
within and without our borders? The belief is growing in our minds
that peace and stability in Asia are essential for peace and stability
in the world. We regard with great anxiety any disruptive movement
anywhere in Asia which might endanger this stability. It is with
these objectives in mind that we have established friendly relations
with the Government of the Indonesian Republic and with Premier
Thakin Nu's Government in Burma; and we regard the stability of
Burma's financial position to be of great importance. We have, as
you know, recognized the Central People's Government of China
as accepting an established fact and in order to ease the flow of
trade. We would welcome a treaty of peace with Japan at an early
date and the restoration of Japan's economy.
Europe is farther afield but not without interest to us. We have